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"Oespite hawing suffered betrayal and merntal
torture in = situstion rawvaged by the anarchic winds
of feminizm that swept across the sixties,
Dewendra treats his female characters with =
dignity, =nd =n understanding that any per=zan
liberated in = true or rather post-modern sense, will
appreciste and admire.
feww Indian writers, who could recogrize the waman

He is perhaps one of the

in her pure human individuality, that is, even
without the frame of reference of a home, family or
other social labels and yet restored to her the
dignity of womanhood, which she was being
stripped off in the name of her liberstion from
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SLEEFING WITH THE EMNEMY
On the one side is the urgert call for peace and
secularism and on the other side is the rising insurgent
religious and ethnic fundasrentalizrm.  On the one side is
the ever-increzszing politicization of the intellectusl
discourse and on the other is the emphasis on the
civilizatioral clash. People gather together in seminars
and demonstrations alongwith their ideol ogical friends
while the need is to enter into 3 dizlogue with those who
differ with us. The result is the widening gulf between the
twao. Slogans and statements do little to fill in the gap. |
iz the people, whether, friends or foes, who matter.
Sleeping with the enemy iz =fter all not such = bad
propasition.

DAMNCING OW THE HYPHEM

In 1847, Maulana Abdul Kalam A&zad had said; "The
divizion iz only of the map of the courtry and not in the
hearts of the people, and | am sure it is going to be 3
short lived one”. Mo way, for me shared Punjab means
an hyphenated Punjab. § we eliminate the hyphen by
force violence and war will follow, We sre doomed to
deztruction. A= Gautam sayvs to Roshan Ara in The River
of Fire by Gurrstulzin Hyder that "In this divided world,
we can meet each other only on borders.” 5o let us meet
on the borders and dance on the hyphen alongwith
Shiva, the benevolent and Shiva means the embodiment
of goodness, the Good itself.
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